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The first Omitama-Abilene Sister City Reunion Potluck was held Sunday, J anuary

17 at the Abilene Convention and Visitors Bureau. The evening was open to anyone
that has participated in the Sister City cultural exchange as either a past delegate or as a
host family.

Attendees enjoyed leafing through scrapbooks and news articles chronicling past vis-
its. Some people brought gifts and memorabilia they had received from Japan to show
and share with everyone. A computer was dedicated to airing videos from Omitama.
The Sister City provided the main dish of beef brisket, participants each brought an
additional dish to share. This resulted in a wonderful dinner made from a mixture of
Japanese and American foods. Good company and good food was enjoyed by all.

GRY Z0=VFIDTONEE—7 Y ViRl iR OB b HE D 12 L 5
FZELMIAITHE (H) 12, 4 F itk iz iR Y2 ATHlb - T
CNEHEEBELTHONE L, BMFIZS 2 TOY D EEPREDHE TIKEHARS |
EToa—AREDTLFHIZR 72D E % FLTHEL
A Uz, dUCIZARD S OB 0 YR ilais & 2 i
2T2 AbB0, REH>ZebTEE Lz, NEE
PEDYFABEE LY EIThbE LT,
IRE TR E R TAA Y e B0 T ) AT % Ul L of
SIME R T NENEMORILE HEED £ LT, \;”%
ZTOREER, HRET AV HOBRYMN- IAE
FoEBSLWIBRLADE LR, K EMiELE &
SARYIDPEFTD, AABRTELLZENTEEL
77,

P ZPHA T Let’s enjoy!

[7

= X¥1{TH ¥E2843H25H
:FB%-%X{)"J@ it NEEHTEBRRGS

KA — =

nternational Report bE =

Report!

/NG T [ R

RO AT |

i 2 £ A

LD UNEREFEBRRFR®EG]) T, GRETHET7EY) Y HOFH 220 A DWT, ZHHASE TV E
FL7z, DEETEBRRGR CHEATTICHZRHENDF Y LY VRERFEH U T ELZVWEEXTEDET
DCRIEFEIADIH N EBRHEBbLTVET,

FATH
INEETEBER S (FHFE - DNEER&R mRGBEER HRBESGRA)
Mg EEE 0299-48-1111 (R : 1251) FAX 0299-48-1199 Email kyodo@city.omitama.lg.jp

SHED TEBERIROA1E] 1§72<
SADHIZKGLTWZZEE L
N, 0 TADEIAITKEGL
THELULATESLD 2D, ZTNETD
RIZERLLRLS, HiLLWEDZEEL
DANDBRL, REED AR S Sl
DERES LWHHlZ2SEIZL, YK
EER ITHREHRITTEELZ,
SHBBEIA LI r.@fﬁ&(ﬂb()‘%
iJ EREIGAH-DIZ, 5l &k S

BIADSMY, ZWiizBRHEbL
TWEY, FERERXMREOETIE,
RAEFE10E H 2 2 % TEERRZR RO

AUE] IZHET T, 2H20H I FEE
KX Tl [XCHXEBRRZRRY
A&2016] %ML, HFEZLTE
F U7z, AESUED A 53 HASUE
DN EHBDZL IATETHED

% 5 :&) DT l./ 71—:0
BREORE Y 125 TEEBERROA X
XUk T R TIZ Tt R W72 B

FiPns s U WEHAN?

NEGFEEZ L AN TH, BULH
BRI if%i?@f BHBHE WD

bETIHM, ZWHHEBEWL E
T P DWW TII/NE R T EBAS TR
WeFTBuwgbERI W

LAEDHHE (A K)

o S

e F U TBARER o TIVTARILYENY RR)L




Our Friendship ! 7 -

Our Friendship ! 7 -

TE) VORI THEEESTEREOUGENRH D, ZEENMCDLD L7,
HEEEOMMAIZYZoTOHNVX DT,

Dear Sister City friends Claire Anderson (HIZEE)

I am both honored and proud to serve such a wonderful organization. For the last thirty years
our partnership has been able to change lives and develop friendships.

The importance of this is on both a global and personal level. To act responsibly and live in a
peace filled world requires real caring. When something happens in Japan, the people in Abilene are deeply affected
because we know the smiles and personalities of those impacted. [ know the people in Omitama have the same com-
passion for Abilene. Developing these relationships and connections across the world promotes better cooperation and
understanding which can only positively affect political decisions. On a personal level, these trips boost our children's
self-confidence, self-awareness and opens up new thoughts and opportunities.

Abilene will soon be sending another group of delegates to your beautiful city. It will be comprised of some return-
ing individuals excited to visit past friends, but mostly will be students and adults making new friends. This program
only works because families are willing to open their homes and their hearts to people they don't yet know. Thank you
for your generosity.

I am grateful that Mitsuo Tonouchi, Harold Scanlan and their interest in dairy cattle made all of this possible.
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To all our friends in our Sister City ~ Jerry Rankin (FiZEK)

After four years as chairman of the Abilene-Omitama Sister City Board, I have now become just
a member of the Board. Claire Anderson is the new Chair, and is off to a good start. She has fresh
energy and enthusiasm for our Sister City program. I will serve as Vice-chair, and want to focus my
time on improving and advancing our relationship with you as well as expanding our cities partici-
pation with our shared program. I will be working on finding ways to bring a High School exchange student to Abi-
lene, and, hopefully, finding a way to bring a Friendship Ambassador from Omitama to live in Abilene for a period of
time. This is my hope.

I love the people and place of Omitama and Japan. Being a part of our Sister City program is one of the best, most
enjoyable things I do. I will continue to give as much time, energy, and skill as [ have to you and my community of
Abilene. I treasure your friendships and look forward to seeing you all again in the future. I am especially grateful for
all the hard work and dedication that Omitama city bring to our relationship.

We have a great delegation lined up to visit this year. They are ready and eager to discover the beauty of Omitama
and make new friends.
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